Transformation of chronic myelomonocytic leukemia to acute lymphoblastic leukemia: case report and review of the literature of lymphoblastic transformation of myelodysplastic syndrome.
If chronic myelomonocytic leukemia (CMML) transforms into an acute leukemic phase, the blast crisis is invariably myeloid. Occasionally, the other subtypes of myelodysplastic syndrome (MDS) (refractory anemia, refractory anemia with ringed sideroblasts, refractory anemia with excess blasts, refractory anemia with excess blasts in transformation) have been noted to transform into acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL). We now report a case of CMML that transformed into ALL and we review the literature of 13 other cases of MDS with ALL transformation. Such cases provide suggestive clinical evidence that MDS can involve a pluripotent stem cell.